BY GEDHEE KATONGOLE

2026 AIRTEL BIKA qu
Champions: Mmamba Kakoboza
Runners-up: Nkima

Third place:Kkobe

Final: Mmamba Kakoboza 0(4)

Nkima 0(3)_

MVP: Nicholas Kabonge (MmambaK)

Top scorer: Nelson Ssenkaatuuka
{(Mbogo) - 6 goals
Winners' prize: ShsOm

Runners-up prize: Shs7m
Third-place prize: Shs3m

Participating teams: 40 clans

KAMPALA. Mmamba Kakoboza fi- :
nally joined the Airtel Bika Tourna- :
ment's roll of honour after defeating :
former champions Nkima 4-3inadra- :
matic penalty shootout to claim their : §
maiden football title at Muteesa Il Sta- :

divgm, Wankuhubkulk,

After a tense final ended goalless over :
90 minutes,goalkeeper Mathias Kigoon- :
ya emerged the hero, saving two penal-
ties to hand Mmamba their first cham- :
pionship and the Shs9m winners' purse :
before a-packed erowd of Buganda :

Kingdom faithful.

The victory sparked emotional cele- :
brations among the champions, with :
captain Duncan Sseninde paying trib- :
ute to the collective effort behind the :

breakthrough triumph.

"This victory means a lot tous all as :
: Mmamba Kakoboza clan. This-is our :
: first shield. We worked so hard as a :

. than five decades for one of Bugan-

Winners
Mmamba
Haknhnzd

clan after so many years,”
Sseniride said after Lifting
the trophy. The triumph end-
ed a wait stretching back more

all lifted thecwetedtmph}'

da’s most prominent clans and addeda :
newnametoa traditional- : title despite anotherresilient campaign

; gi and Ngo en route to the final. Mmam-
: ba's route was equally narrow, edging
. Kasimba and Kkobe by single-goal mar-
: gins before holding their nerve from
i | thespotinthe decider.

_ Mma;mba en 5(}ywalt 0 ]th first! Bika crown

Well-deserved
Nicholas Kabonge was named the

® : tournament's Most Valuable Play-
: er while Mbogo's Nelson Ssenkaatuu-
: ka finished as the tournament’s lead-
: ing scorer with six goals. Nkima collect-
: ed Shs7Tm as runners-up, while Kko-
S : be secured third place after defeating
: Ngo 1-0. Speaking after theTinal, David
! : Birungi said the tournament contin-
: ued to demonstrate the power of sport__
! to unite communities while nurtur-
¢ ing talent. "Congratulations to Mmam-
cent years, Ngabi Nsam- :
ba, Mmamba Namaka- :
ka, Ngo and Nkima have :
¢ and bring communities together Airtel
For Nkima, champions in :

2013 the defeat denied them a second :

ba Kakoboza for a well-deserved victo-
ry. The Bika Tournament continues to
celebrate culture, inspire young people

remains cornmitted to supporting initi-
atives that preserve heritage while cre-

: ating opportunities for talent develop-
Iy dominated by established clans. Inre- : : thatsaw them eliminate Mutima Musa-

ment,"” Birungi said.
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